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ways than are now open to them, and might divert
them from thus wasting their money in ruinous contests,
the permission of the commandite system would enable
the manufacturer to give any of his workmen a more
direct interest in his business than he now can, without,
at the same time, giving them authority as to its manage-
ment, and would thus remove one obstacle to that real
union and association of all concerned in the work of
production, on the existence of which we can alone
wisely depend for safety.1

In both these schemes Goderich was a pioneer so far
as this country was concerned,2 but it fell to others to
carry them out. Two years later he got his Select
Committee of the House of Commons, but it achieved
no constructive work, and it was not until 1869 that
the gradual change of sentiment among employers
rendered Boards of Conciliation possible. Even thus,
however, Goderich was, in a measure, justified in having
sought his solution in the moral regeneration of the
captains of industry. His influence on the eventual
acceptance of co-partnership was more direct. He
worked hard in the House of Commons to remove the
legal obstacle referred to in his letter to Bruce, seconding
a motion for Reform of the Partnership Laws in 1854,
debating strenuously the abortive Limited Liability
Bills of 1855 and 1856, and himself introducing a Regis-
tration of Partnerships Bill in 1858. These efforts
bore their fruit, after he had left the Commons, in the

1 This new form of Association was a further symptom of Goderich's
deviation from his earlier Socialist ideals. To the orthodox Co-operator
and Socialist, co-partnership is anathema, only another and insidious
form of capitalist exploitation. (See Holyoake: History of Co-operation,
pp. 308-9; Potter: The Co-operative Movement, pp. 160-5,)

a He probably borrowed his idea from France, where co-partnership
had been successfully established in 1845 (see Mill: Principles of Political
Economy, pp. 4^35-4), just as he borrowed his arbitration scheme a&4, at
an earlier date, his system of Associated Workshops from the same country,